By GEORGE H, PICARD.
[New York Dramatic Correspondent.]
N this season of conspicuous dra-
matic misadventure it is a pleas-
ure to record th
pure and simple—farce, that is,
without any motive save to induce the
free excrcise of the risibilities—is ex-
periencing a decided boom. While so
many ambitious dramatists have been
driven into the profoundest depths of
pessimism by the failure of their prod-
uct to effect a lodgment in public es-
teem the half dozen creators of the
mirth provoking confections which are

convulsing the town are highly opti- |
{alry. “The Inferior Sex,” one of the
most daringly original and delicately

-
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[ cozy little playhouse without precipl-
{ tating a family row. Again, there was
{not a single one of the other thirty-
i nine first class theaters on Manhattan
Island which could be had for love or
{ money until, after a long and weary
| period of suspense, a very Chesterfield
among managers withdrew an attrac-
tion which had “made good” and was
assured of a long run to make room
{ for Miss Elliott and her playlet.

The public accepted the sacrifice,
and so also did Miss Elliott, The pub-

lic has not regretted its action, nor has |

the lady who was capable of inspiring
such an outburst of managerial chiv.

managed literary tidbits ever brought
to this market, is as clever as it is
mirth provoking There is only one

woman in the play and only three or,
;four speaking parts,. What an oppor=-
| tunity for that one woman!

It may be affirmed truthfully of Miss
Elliott that she grasps the opportunity
admirably, It had been understood
all along that she was one of thae few
women in the dramatiec profession who
could well afford to do without the
reputation of being geniuses, even es-

| pecially talented; that her more than

abundant charm of person was suffi-
clent. However that may be, she has
| surprised everybody by her really ar-
tistic Impersonation of that only wo-
man In “The Inferfor Sex"” From
start to finish i{* {s a situation which
demands the most delicate treatment,
{and Miss Elliott evinces rare tact and
| Intelligence In its development. She
| Is certainly a living refutation of the
| charge against womankind implied in
{ the title ef her play.
More than this, she has made it ap-
| parent that she is a woman of the
| most amazing courage. What other
 American actress—a Frenchwoman
{ might have done it—would have se-
:u-m-’d conditions which preseribed ths
wearing of a single frock during an
entire play, and a very simple frock at
{that? That Is precisely what Miss El-
liott does, for matters so shape them-
1 she couldn’t do otherwise.
ly is real herolsm. In com-
parison the woman who enters the
1 3

lions' cage in full

lew of the audience
is a mere pretender
The New York public !s not unap-
preciative of an act of derring-do of
such magnitude. Miss Elliott deserves
e Is getting, and there is every
reason to believe that long after "Th;s
Passing of the Third Floor Back” over
the portals of her pretty theater In
Thirty-ninth street she will be econ-
vincing the New York public that she
at least does not belong to “The In-
ferior Sex.”
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Skee Experts Tuning Up
For the National Tourney

In Coleraine, Minn., Feb. 19 and 20 ==
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‘1€ distance of a man's jump measured
from the platform to the spot where
ouches Mother Earth is the grert-

ieciared

the winner
sually there are more than a hun-
red competitors For wecks before

great

contests the members of the

us clubs throughout the west busy
*mselves pr cing, so that the com-
neitors on the day of the national
event represent the best the ~uls

€8 are set five feet apart for the
it of the judges of the contests.
The distances covered by the jumpers
are measured In a manner similar to
those used on a football fleld. After a
jump into the snow on the course is
raked. which keeps it loose, so that
there is a downy bed for the other
jumpers to fall into, even if the man

s

| SCENES AT RECENT NATIONAL SKEE TOURNEY ON HOLMEN-

KOLLEN HILL, NEAR CHRISTIANIA, NORWAY,

The skee tournament held annually on Holmenkollen hill, near Christiania,

Norway, brings together all the expert junm

ers of King Haakon's country.

Here a crowd of about 30,000 gather to watch the exciting sport.

No.
No.

comes down on his shoulders. To start
the contestants a man is stationed at
the “jump off” with a flag, with which
he signals to a bugler at & certain
point, indicating that the track below
is clear.

At the signal that everything s
0. K. the competitor rushes from the
hilitop down toward the little raised
platform, a descent of about 300 feet,
which is very steep. The rush gives
him a tremendous impetus, and when

off the platform he makes a huge
spring, all the time whirling his arms
like a2 windmill to keep his balance as
he jumps into space.
What Skeeing is Like.
Skees are very simple instruments.
They consist of narrow strips of wood.

| for t
{the skee and a band which passes from
he reaches the projecting ledge to shoot !

1 shows men leaving takeoff on Holmenkollen hill
No. 2 shows expert gliding down incline at terrific speed.
3 shows jumper experiencing a

bad fall

pointed and curved up in front, and are |
S

generally six, seven or eight feet in
length and three or four inches in

| breadth. At the center undsr the foot

they are about an inch thick, leveling
off to al

t a quarter of an Inch at
either end. The undersurface is fiat,
often with a grove along the middle,
and I
They

ade as smooth as possible

et by a looy

toe, fixed near the center of

this round the heel of the shoe and
which can be tled very tight.

The motion employed in skeeing has
no resemblance to that employed in
skating While the men are moving
the skees are always kept parallel and
as close together as possible and are

' not lifted from the ground, like the Ca-
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great deal of speed on the part of the
skee runner. No one ever dreams of
using a gun on these occasions As
the fox is run down in England, so {s
the hare run down by the hunters on

/

mained for Mr. Whitney to confer on!
it a distinction which is absolutely
unique.

After six months’ wear and tear In
the prolonged run of “The Chocolate
Soldier” the voices of the members of
the chorus began to show signs of de-
terioration. The music of this delight-
ful confection is almost on a par with
grand opera and is correspondingly ex-
acting. It came to the knowledge of
Mr. Whitney that many of the young
women of the chorus and several of the
principals were finding it necessary to
take special! treatment from throat ex-
perts,

S0 the idea of the Inhalatorium took
possession of Mr. Whitney's up to date
“thinkery.” He made up his mind to
establish a private throat hospital In
the theater, and when it was ready he
installed in it a specialist and trained
nurse. This dramatic inhalatorium—
why not?—is a dainty affair, made en-
tirely of white enamel, all its furniture
and fittings of the most modern anti-
septic construction. It has become the
most popular feature of the Casino’s

juipment, and its beneflcial influence

has n demonstrated clearly. The
imp ent of the chorus singing has
been marked, and there are no more

iwkward absences due to frritated
oats, Hereafter the inhalatorium
“The Chocolate Soldier”
on all his travels,

will accompar

A more recent novelty introduced by
Mr. Whitney seems to suggest that the

) I's millennium is in sight.
Led by the desire to add to the physical
fitness of hig singers and incidentaliy
to obtain from them the best work pos-
sible, Mr. Whitney has hit on a scheme
! is certain to make him the most
I manager in America. Realliz-
ing that his chorus did not secure the

or exercise necessary to produce

he best results, he has arranged with
leading riding academy to have the
ris given lessons in equestrianism
twice a week under the direction of a
apable master. When they have be-
! ntly proficient they i

r in the park
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THE LUCKY BAT.
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countrymen, skees of all
1alities may now be found at any
place during the winter season

Since its introduction into this coun-
y several vears ago skeeing has be-

yme immensely popular, especlally in
the west, where there is lots of ¢
At the tournament held in D I
n., last year there were over £000
tators present.

early all of the great jumpers {n the
west are native born Norweglans, who
have been In America not longer than

four or five vears, the skee movemen

ow.

1 Red Wing and
Ishpeming clubs were formed. Most of
them are men who work as day labor-
>rs at other seasons of the year. Ole
Feiring, the American champlon, is a
teamster, and Gustave Bye, another ex-

here not having attained any headway
until 1%00, when t

pert jumper, an odd job man,

LIFTING BAN ON FRESHMEN.

In suggesting that freshmen have
their old prerogative of trving for var-
sity athletic teams Harvard university
seems to have hit on a pretty good idea.
There is no reason why first yvear men
should be debarred from competing for
the big teams. The rule keeping them
out during their first yvear in college
was made when faothall was radically
reformed several years ago.

This rule was made to stop the prac-
tice of college athletes quitting one col-
for another, supposedly because in-
ments were made to particularly
Iful performers to make the change

Since the rule has been made it is
noticed that it has elevated the morals
of college sport, but at the same time
is rough on the freshimen If oppo-
nents to Harvard's suggestion declare
that the abrogation of the first year
rule would be a step backward and re-
store the detested condition of other

| auditorium, inspe

Dramatic Doings and Those Who Do Them

swoops about the smoking room of the
Prentice mansion he went out into tla
»d the gallery and
disappeared as mystoriously as he had
come. Mr. Skinner was i
grined at the titter that ra:
the house, feeling that the
been made ridiculous. After
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man that his the
bat proof, when William
was present, said:
the luck of the Garric

first time he aj 8
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of ‘Secret Service.” t
he brought me he’ll | <
You wait a sre S § lette's
prophecy has come true, and, fortunate-
ly for Mr, Skinner's peace of mind, he
did not have to walt ver) to find
it out. The new play won in a ca -
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Jeffers « 4 i
Y £ said
. < VOu SUS )
< % '
£ 4 g
1 3 " =
If 1 i ¢
n! ¥
¥
American c 1 o
- shat if T
} . . s
n t f
Bachelor’'s B Francis W S
A | »hétor 3
and 1 <
succeading ! ¢ g
t 3 Tos
hag f mA "
nlas &« 2
1 2t b
S ! 2l
a + ’ &
each actor fitt self r
a way that ar r &
nnt € ¥ q s
v hara 3 N o <
vena € S 1 y g y
bot gides
pi"' ’ o > )
represent vars !
thea v 4 £
to four years, but d
te ¢ ng f ¢ 3
— ' $ i
s e L
y 1

THE ONE
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the action of thea referee in the rec
sensational = hatw T r 1
and Newcastle United, at Anfield. In
this game Liver] gained a victory
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WHERE SOCKER IS POPULAR
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